Elements of Design
Line:

· Line is the mark made by a moving point, such as a pencil or brush. The edges of shapes and forms also create line. Is the basic component of a shape drawn on paper. Lines and curves are the basic building blocks of two dimensional shapes like a house's plan.
· A line is defined as a mark with length and direction, created by a point that moves across a surface. A line can vary in length, width, direction, curvature, and color. Line can be two-dimensional (a pencil line on paper), or implied three-dimensional. 
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· Line is a mark made by a pointed tool - brush, pencil, stick, pen, etc. - and is often defined as a moving dot.

· It has length and width, but its width is very thin compared to its length.

· A line is created by the movement of a tool and pigment, and often suggests movement in a drawing or painting.
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· Line - the path of a point.

    In the first image, Leonardo da Vinci used a soft, sensitive soft line to create a graceful image. The center image has the same subject. However, the artist Willem DeKooning has created a very different feeling by using a heavy, gestural line. The woman's face in the third image is created with a mechanical line creating an emotionally-detached feeling. Although the subject matter is the same in all three works, the differences in line quality have created works with very different impact. How you use line is one of the most important decisions to be made in creating a work of art - this is true whether you are using a pencil point or a cursor on a monitor.

Characteristic of Line are: 

· Width- thick, thin, tapering, uneven 

· Length - long, short, continuous, broken 

· Direction- horizontal, vertical, diagonal, curving, perpendicular, oblique, parallel, radial, zigzag 

· Focus- sharp, blurry, fuzzy, choppy 

· Feeling- sharp, jagged, graceful, smooth 

Types of Line: 

· Outlines- Lines made by the edge of an object or its silhouette. 

· Contour Lines- Lines that describe the shape of an object and the interior detail. 

· Gesture Lines- Line that is energetic and catches the movement and gestures of an active figure.

· Sketch Lines- Lines that captures the appearance of an object or impression of a place. 

· Calligraphic Lines- Greek word meaning “beautiful writing.”  Precise, elegant handwriting or lettering done by hand. Also artwork that has flowing lines like an elegant handwriting. 

· Implied Line- Lines that are not actually drawn but created by a group of objects seen from a distance.  The direction an object is pointing to, or the direction a person is looking at.

Line existence in Nature:
· A line is a mark made by a moving point and having psychological impact according to its direction, weight, and the variations in its direction and weight. It is an enormously useful and versatile graphic device that is made to function in both visual and verbal ways. It can act as a symbolic language, or it can communicate emotion through its character and direction. 

· Line is not necessarily an artificial creation of the artist or designer; it exists in nature as a structural feature such as branches, or as surface design, such as striping on a tiger or a seashell. 
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Expressive Qualities of Line 

    Certain arrangements of line are commonly understood to carry certain kinds of information. 


For example, calligraphy is recognizable as a representation of words, even when we do not know the language. Calligraphic imagery is often used by modern artists simply because of the mysterious messages implied in the "code" of unknown language. 
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· Line in the form of maps is readily recognized as a symbolic representation of a place. The place may be a local neighborhood, or the entire world. It may be a carefully measured representation, or a stylized diagram, such as a subway map. In either case, we understand it to be a device by which we can understand the relationship between places; how to get from "here" to "there." 
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· Graphs are another readily recognizable linear device. They are widely used to communicate quantitative information and relationships in a visual way. 
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Direction Of Lines:
· Horizontal line suggests a feeling of rest or repose. Objects parallel to the earth are at rest in relation to gravity. Therefore compositions in which horizontal lines dominate tend to be quiet and restful in feeling. One of the hallmarks of Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural style is its use of strong horizontal elements which stress the relationship of the structure to the land.

    Horizontal lines are calm and quiet.
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Vertical lines communicate a feeling of loftiness and spirituality. Erect lines seem to extend upwards beyond human reach, toward the sky. They often dominate public architecture, from cathedrals to corporate headquarters. Extended perpendicular lines suggest an overpowering grandeur, beyond ordinary human measure. 
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· Diagonal lines suggest a feeling of movement or direction. Since objects in a diagonal position are unstable in relation to gravity, being neither vertical nor horizontal, they are either about to fall, or are already in motion, as is certainly the case for this group of dancers. In a two dimensional composition diagonal lines are also used to indicate depth, an illusion of perspective that pulls the viewer into the picture-creating an illusion of a space that one could move about within. Thus if a feeling of movement or speed is desired, or a feeling of activity, diagonal lines can be used. 
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· Horizontal and vertical lines in combination communicate stability and solidity. Rectilinear forms stay put in relation to gravity, and are not likely to tip over. This stability suggests solidity, reliability and safety. 

    Deep, acute curves, on the other hand, suggest confusion, turbulence, even frenzy, as in the violence of waves in a storm, the disorder of a tangled thread, or the turmoil of lines suggested by the forms of a crowd. The complicated curves used to form the mother in the family group shown above suggest a fussy, frivolous personality. 
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· Curved lines
   Curved lines are generally used to create a sense of flow within an image. They are also generally more aesthetically pleasing, as we associate them with soft things. Compared to straight lines, curves provide a greater dynamic influence in a picture.

    In photography, curved lines can give gradated shadows when paired with soft-directional lighting, which usually results in a very harmonious line structure within the image.
Curved lines do vary in meaning, however. Soft, shallow curves suggest comfort, safety, familiarity, relaxation. They recall the curves of the human body, and therefore have a pleasing, sensual quality. 
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The quality of line in itself contributes to the mood of the work, and for the master artist, the quality of line is a fundamental expression of his/her style. This drawing of a nude by Matisse demonstrates his ability to create his image through a minimal number of expertly placed lines.

· The quality of the line is in itself a fundamental visual language, to an extent that cannot be claimed for any other single element. Its use is so universal that we are all profoundly sensitive to it. Even without an artist's training, we can extract considerable meaning from the kind of line used in a drawing. It is possible to recognize the soft, irregular lines of a quick sketch from life, as seen in this study of a lion. 
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· On the other hand, carefully placed lines of the rhinoceros are typical of a more studied, scrupulously worked studio drawing. The lines suggest that this was not drawn from life, but from hearsay. This is also evident from the fact that Durer drew this rather inaccurate image in fifteenth century Europe when he could only have known of this African animal from travelers' tales. 
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Contour 

· Lines used to follow the edges of forms are called contour drawings. 
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Gesture
· Drawings which seem to depict more movement than actual outline are called gesture drawings.


[image: image20]
Values with Line:
· Lines or crosshatching can also be used to create areas of grey inside a drawing. These areas of darker shading inside a figure, called areas of value, can give a more three-dimensional feeling to an object.
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