Design Foundations
Proportion ( Principle of Design)
Proportion is the comparison of dimensions or distribution of forms. It is the relationship in scale between one element and another, or between a whole object and one of its parts. Differing proportions within a composition can relate to different kinds of balance or symmetry, and can help establish visual weight and depth. In the below examples, notice how the smaller elements seem to recede into the background while the larger elements come to the front. 
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· Scale and proportion refer to the relative size and of the various elements in a design. The issue is the relationship between objects, or parts, of a whole. Our most universal standard of measurement is the human body. We judge the appropriateness of size of objects by that measure. For example, in this painting, everyday objects that we recognize are not of normal proportion to the room. 
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· Scale and proportion can give emphasis to one element of the design. In ancient times, the King or leader was often big in proportion to people of a lower ranking. 
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· When the principle of proportion is applied to a work of art it is usually in the relationship of size. That is, the size of one element of the composition as compared to the size of another related element. In the instance of a relationship of size a comparison is made between the:

· height, width and depth of one element to that of another 

· size of one area to the size of another area 

· size of one element to the size of another element 

· amount of space between two or more elements 

Proportion is usually not even noticed until something is out of proportion. When the relative size of two elements being compared seems wrong or out of balance it is said to be "out of proportion". For example if a person has a head larger than their entire body, then we would say that they were out of proportion.
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· There is a real sense of proportion in each of the two paintings above. Without the effective use of the principle of proportion you would not experience the majesty of the mountain cliffs in the painting on the left or the towering height of the trees in the painting on the right. 
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· In these two paintings proportion emphasizes the distance of the ship and the vastness of the ball room. 
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Division too unequal creates a lack of harmony.
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