
Classification Of  News 

• Overview:  

• We all know that news is news but broadly news is 
divided in to different many categories in todays lecture 
we will briefly discuss about the classification of  news 
so at the end of  this lecture you will be able to find out 
easily the news category appear in newspapers or 
broadcast on electronic media.   

 



Classification Of  News 

• Hard News:  

• Such kind of  news which have importance for large 
number of  audience / readers and listeners. It 
concludes the newspaper stories relating to Politics, 
Health, Government, Religion, Foreign Affairs etc, such 
kind of  news stories are read by large number of  
readers. 



Classification Of  News 

• Soft News: 

• Soft News are such kind of  news stories which are 
less important but on the other hand it attracts 
large number of  readers, this type of  news stories 
relating to Crime and Comedy. Because it also 
appeal to their emotions.    



Classification Of  News 

• From Geographical Point Of  View:  

• The news stories can be classified in to the following 
three categories from geographical point of  view. 

• (a) Local News. 

• (b) National News. 

• (c) International News. 

 



Classification Of  News 

• Local News: 

• The news stories which are filed from the same place 
where the newspaper is published is called local News, 
e.g Mashriq newspaper is published from Peshawar so 
the news relating to Peshawar will be considered Local 
News. 

     



Classification Of  News 

• National News: 

• The news which comes from other parts of  the 

country is called National News e.g in “Mashriq 

News” the news relating to Karachi will be 

considered National News.   



Classification Of  News 

• International News: 

• The news stories which comes form other 
countries are called international news, e.g if  an 
accident occurs in USA and it publish in Pakistani 
Newspaper so this news will be considered 
international News. 



Classification Of  News 

• From Treatment Point Of  View: 

• Straight News: 

• Straight news or spot news are such kind of  news stories which are based on surface 

facts only. In such kind of  news stories secret facts are not mentioned. The credit 

of  such news stories are not give to the reporter so such type of  news stories are 

published as “ By Our Staff  Reporter” or “ By Our Correspondent” etc. in such 

kind of  news stories the reporter does not struggle to collect news from different 

sources that’s why such type of  news stories are not by line. Such type of  news 

stories are based either on events or speeches etc.  



Classification Of  News 

• Develop or In-depth News: 

• Develop or In-depth News are such kind of  news stories in which the 
reporter treats the news story according to his own facts. In such kind 
of  news stories the secret facts which are hidden are discussed by the 
reporter in such kind of  news stories the reporter tries to contact with 
different sources to collect the facts for his news story. Such type of  
news stories are always published “By Line” because the credit of  such 
news story is give to he reporter. In “ By Line” news stories the 
reporter is responsible for almost each and every thing.   



Classification Of  News 

• Develop or In-depth News: (continued) 

• Because some times very hard secrets are mentioned by the reporter. It is very much 

necessary that such type of  news must follow the formula of  5Ws and 1H. 

• Again develop news are further classified “with spot news peg” and “without spot 

news peg”. 

• With Spot News Peg: 

• It means that in this type of  news a reporter targets any particular issue or event and 

try to write news story on it.   



Classification Of  News 

• Develop or In-depth News: (continued) 

• It is again divided in to two different types 

• (a) Investigative news story 

• (b) interpretative news story 



Classification Of  News 

• Investigative News Story: 

• Such kind of  news stories in which the secret are kept hidden by the 
authorities ,such kind of  news stories relate to different aspect of  human life. 
Such kind of  news stories are very much risky for a reporter as the reporter 
goes in detail for each and every fact. Always searching for sources to take 
clues for his story such type of  news stories are time consuming also.  

• E.g if  govt hire any candidate with out merit policy so to bring the real facts 
in front of  the masses will be an investigative news story.      

 



Classification Of  News 

• Interpretative News Story: 

• Interpretative news stories are such kind of  news stories which are 
written by the reporter on some interesting topics or in which 
masses take interest. E.g if  a news story is filed on some new 
inventions or any other development in any field so the reporter 
tries to give brief  detail about it, the recent example is that of  
Covid-19, so if  the reporter tries to give full detail to the readers 
about this disease this will be called interpretative news story. 

 

 



Classification Of  News 

• Without Spot News Peg: 

• Without spot news peg means that the news stories filed on 
particular day like anniversary, death of  any personality or 
any other major celebration. It can be divided in to the 
following two kinds. 

• Enterprises news story 

• Made story 



Classification Of  News 

• Enterprises News Story: 

• It is that type of  news stories which are written on 

special occasion or on special day like a news story 

filed on 23rd march or 14th of  August or Rmazan 

etc. 

 



Classification Of  News 

• Made Story: 

• Made stories are such kind of  news which are filed 
on some important personalities death or their 
anniversary, in such type of  news stories 
achievements, qualification or any other distinction 
if  any are mentioned in detail for the readers. 
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That’s All 

Thank 

 You 


