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Q 1: What is constitution? Also explain 1973 constitution? 

The basic principles and laws of a nation, state, or social group that determine the powers and 

duties of the government and guarantee certain rights to the people in it 

OR 

A written instrument embodying the rules of a political or social organization 

 

 

The Constitution of 1973 

 

After taking control of the government in 1971. Z.A. Bhutto started work on a democratic 

constitution for the country. On 17th April 1972 the National Assembly constituted a committee 

to prepare a draft constitution. The Committee worked hard and prepared the draft of the 

constitution which was presented to the leaders of all parliamentary leaders on 20th October 

1972. All the leaders signed the draft. After that it was discussed and debated n the National 

Assembly which gave its approval on 10th April 1973. The President gave his assent on 12th 

April 1973. Finally the Senate approved the constitution in August 1973. Consequently the 

constitution was enforced in the country on 14th August 1973. According to the Constitution 

of 1973 Mr. Z.A. Bhutto look over as the tenth Prime Minister and Mr. Fazl-e-Elahi was sworn 

in as the President of Pakistan. 

 

Salient Features of 1973 Constitution 

 

The Constitution of 1973 is strikingly different from the earlier Constitution of 1956 and 1962. 

It has the following salient features. 

 

1. Written Constitution 

Like the previous constitutions of 1956 and 1962 the Constitution of 1973 is a written document. 

It is very comprehensive and consists of twelve parts consisting of 280 articles. 

 

2. Introductory and the Objectives Resolution 

It commences with an introductory which slates the Islam shall be state religion. The principles 

and provisions set out in the Objectives Resolution have been made substantive part of the 

constitution. 

 

3. Islamic System 

The inclusion of Islamic Provisions has given the 1973 Constitution an unprecedented Islamic 

character. It ensures an Islamic system in the country. 

 

4. Rigid Constitution 



It is a rigid constitution. No Government can change it at will. It is not easy to make amendments 

in it. Two-third majority of both the Houses is required for this purpose. 

 

5. Federal System 

The Constitution of 1973 has introduced a Federal system in the country. The federation of 

Pakistan consists of a Central Government and four Provincial Governments. The Federal 

Government is headed by a President elected by members of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) 

 

6. Parliamentary form of Government 

The 1973 Constitution proposes a Parliamentary form of Government in the country. Prime 

minister is the head of the Parliamentary system. He is leader of the Majlis-e-Shoora 

(Parliamentary). He is elected on direct adult franchise basis. The Prime Minister selects a 

cabinet of central ministers from the members of Parliament which conducts the affairs of the 

country. According to 1973 Constitution the Prime Minister enjoys wide powers. 

 

7. Bicameral Legislature 

The Constitution provides for the establishment of a bicameral legislature in Pakistan. The 

Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) consists of two Houses named Senate and National Assembly. 

The Senate or the Upper House consists of 63 members (the 8th Amendment has raised this 

number to 87). The National Assembly consists of 200 members (Now this number has been 

raised to 207). The Majlis-e-Shoora enjoys wide powers of legislature. 

 

8. Direct Method of Election 

The Constitution of 1973 gives a direct method of election. The members of the National 

Assembly, the Provincial Assemblies are directly elected by the people. 

 

9. Fundamental Rights 

The 1973 Constitution ensures the following fundamental rights to the citizens of Pakistan. 

Security of person 

Safeguard against unlawful arrest and detention 

Prohibition of slavery and forced labor 

Freedom of movement 

Freedom of assembly 

Freedom of association 

Freedom of business 

Freedom of speech 

Freedom of profess religion 

Right to hold property 

Equality before law 



Right to preserve language, script and culture 

Safeguard against discrimination in services. 

 

10. Principles of Policy 

The Constitution of 1973 has set the following principles of policy: 

Local electoral bodies will be set up for solving local problems. 

The parochial and other prejudices shall be discouraged. 

The women shall be given full representation in all spheres of national life. 

Social justice shall be promoted. 

Bonds with Muslim world shall be strenghened. 

 

11. Independence of Judiciary 

The Constitution of 1973 stresses upon the establishment of an independent judiciary. Full job 

security has been provided. The judges are appointed by the President. They cannot be removed 

from service before the end of their term except on the recommendation of the Supreme Judicial 

Council. In addition the Judges are paid respectable salaries. 

 

12. National Language 

The 1973 Constitution has declared Urdu as the national language of Pakistan. However English 

has been retained as the official language for 15 years. Similarly regional languages have been 

provided full protection. 

 

13. Single Citizenship 

The Constitution of 1973 has established the principles of single citizenship. According to this 

principle the rights and duties of the citizens are determined by the Federal Constitution only. 

Thus the people throughout Pakistan are citizens of Pakistan. 

 

14. Rule of Law 

The 1973 Constitution establishes rule of law in Pakistan. According to rule of law no person 

can be deprived of his fundamental rights. All the citizens of Pakistan are equal before law. 

 

15. High Treason 

According to the Constitution of 1973 the act of unconstitutional abrogation of the Constitution 

has been declared as an act of High Treason. 

 

 

 

 

16. Referendum 



The Constitution of 1973 has authorized the President to hold Referendum on any national 

issue. Similarly the Prime Minister can ask the President to hold referendum on any important 

national issue 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Q 2: What is culture and define the types of culture? 

Culture is defined by various personalities in a number of ways: 

According to E.B. Taylor, “culture as that complex whole which includes knowledge belief, art, morals, 

law, custom and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society” 

MacIver defines, “Culture is the expression of own nature in our modes of living and of thinking in our 

everyday intercourse in art, in literature, in religion, in recreation and enjoyments”. 

According to Bierstadt, “Culture is that complex whole that consists of everything we think, do and have 

as members of society.” 

Ellwood defines, “Culture includes on the one hand the whole of man’s material civilization tools, weapons, 

system of industry, and on the other„ all the non-material or spiritual civilization such as language, 

literature.,-art, religion, morality, law and government.” 

 Types of Culture: 

According to Ellwood, culture is of two types  

 Material and non-material. 

Material 

The former includes all sorts of man- made objects and things that have been evolved over ages for man’s 

well-being and comforts such as clothes, utensils, homes, roads, ornaments, T.V., radio, machines, gadgets 

and various means of transport and communication. 

NON-MATERIAL. 

Non-material culture includes all those ideals, attitudes and values which modify the behavior of an 

individual— language, literature, art, music, religion, customs, tradition, morality, law, poetry. Famous 

sociologist Ogburn also finds out two types of culture—material and non-material culture—one progresses 

and other recedes. So, there persists a wide gap between the two types of culture. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Q 3: what is economic instability? Also define the sources of economic instability in Pakistan?  

Economic instability involves a shock to the usual workings of the economy. Instability tends to reduce 

confidence and lead to lower investment, lower spending, lower growth and higher unemployment. 

Economic instability can be caused by 

 Changing commodity prices (especially oil, e.g. 1974 oil price shock) 

 Changing interest rates (rise in interest rates around 2005-07) 

 Change in confidence levels (e.g. worries after 9/11) 

 Stock market crashes (e.g. 1929 Stock market crash) 

 Black swan events (e.g. major natural disaster, coronavirus outbreak 2020) 

 

Sources of economic instability in Pakistan 

Energy crisis:  

The constant leading power cut-off challenge has troubled the economy. Since the year 2000 this curse has 

wreaked havoc on the overall economy. As admitted by Federal Minister for Water and Power Khawaja 

Muhammad Asif during a National Assembly session a few days ago that the power shortfall has exceeded 

up to 5,000MW. Until energy lingering crisis is not resolved the determined economic development is a 

far-off dream. 

Terrorism: 

 It is a huge stumbling-block for economic generation in Pakistan. Since 2002 we are a war-torn country. 

The State Bank of Pakistan report (2016) says that war on terrorism has cost $118 billion. According to 

Global Terrorism Index (2016), out of 163 countries, Pakistan stands 4th worst hit. This has long been a 

reason for Pakistan’s negative international image which has limited the foreign investment in the country. 

 

Wealth Concentration:  

In Pakistan wealth is concentered among a few rich families. The rest of the population is dependent on 

them. Due to wealth concentration, around 35 percent people spend their lives under poverty line. 

According to Multidimensional Poverty Index (2016) 39 percent population of Pakistan lives in poverty, 

which means that 4 out of 10 people in Pakistan live in poverty. 

 

Corruption:  

Since 1947, the ongoing corruption has steadily planted its roots. In current circumstances, it has become a 

highly political debate as even the prime ministers of the country are accused of it. The corruption has 

proven to be a menace for institutions. According to corruption perception index (CPI 2016) out of 175 

countries Pakistan stands at 116. 

Youth unemployment:  

We are blessed in having about 63 percent of youth population. Half of them are unemployed. According 

to Asian Development Bank (ADB) 50.7 percent of the population aged 15 years and above is employed. 



Of it, the female ratio is very less. The rest are struggling for survival. On an average, Pakistan needs to 

create 20 million job annually for young people alone. 

 

Lack in quality education:  

Education is a key component for economic progress. Unfortunately, our current literacy is 60 percent, least 

in South Asian countries. About 25 million children in are out of school. More importantly, on grass root 

level, thousands of schools are lacking very basic facilities such of sanitation, water, electricity, boundary 

walls etc.  

 

Poor health facilities:  

The public hospitals depict bleak pictures where we find lack of proper medicines, beds, equipment and 

etc. Due to absence of basic health facilities, 170 women die from pregnancy for every 100,000 births. For 

every 1,000 babies born, 66 die before their first birthday. In addition, approximately 44 percent children 

in Pakistan are stunted. Every day, due to malnutrition and poverty children are dying in Thar. 

 

Tax evasion:  

Regressive tax system collects about 90 percent tax revenue from common men. Big corporations, 

landlords, businessmen, politicians do not pay their due share of taxes. They earn lot but pay less tax; on 

the other hand poor earn less but are taxed more. Each year billion rupees are evaded through tax havens 

established in foreign counties. The incidences of tax evasion have hampered Pakistan’s economic progress.   

Lack of good governance:  

We lag good governance and pro-poor fiscal policies. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Q 4: Writre down the importance of physical features of pakistan? 

 

Physical features of pakistan can be divided into 7 different parts. 

1) Northern Mountainous Region. 

This area is situated in the northern area of Pakistan. It has beautiful and very high mountains, The world's 

second highest peak. K2, is situated in this region.Shahrah-e- Qaraquram lies in this difficult mountainous 

area which links China with Pakistan. 

2) Western Mountainous Region 

This area is situated in the western area of Pakistan. These mountains and hills are not very green.these are 

mostly dry hills. Only bushes grow there. People graze sheeps and goats there. 

3)Salt Range And Potohar Plateau 

It is situated between Rawalpindi and Jhelum.The area is not very high like mountains. It has the world's 

largest salt mines. Khewra is one of the town famous for salt mines 



4) Baluchistan Plateau 

Another plateau is situated in baluchistan. It is also like Potohar Plateaubut it is dry. Nothing grows there 

except bushes. 

5)Upper Plain Of The Indus 

This is the central area of Pakistan. It os very fertile. A number of agricultural crops grow there. it has a 

number of canal that supply water to the agricultural lands.This plane is lush green. 

6)Lower Plane Of The Indus 

Most of this area is in sindh. it is also very fertile. A number of agricultural crops grow in it. 

7)Coastal Area Of Sindh And Baluchistan 

Pakistan have Arabian sea in his south. A long sea shore in sindh and Baluchistann.Karachi our biggest city 

and port lies on the coast of the ArabianSea. A large number of fish is caught at the coast of sindh and 

Baluchistan. 

importance 

Pakistan is blessed with a variety of physical features which give it a very rich landscape. Not only are 
there mountains, snowy peaks, and rivers but also plains, deserts, plateaus, and a coastline continuing for 
hundreds of kilometres. Pakistan boasts of some of the highest peaks in the world like K2 and Nanga 
Parbat, and some towering mountain ranges like the Karakoram, the Hindu Kush, and the Himalayas. We 
have the famous Khyber Pass, the Khunjerab Pass, and the Bolan Pass which have provided entry to the 
subcontinent to many famous invading armies of the past, thus making this land rich and diverse 
culturally. The rich, fertile plains of the Punjab are the bread basket of Pakistan. This is also the cotton-
growing belt; cotton is a major export item of Pakistan. The mangrove forests spread over the coastline 
of Sindh and Balochistan and in the Indus Delta are rich in shellfish which are exported to many countries 
and also provide income to many families. The largest river, the River Indus, originates in the Himalayas 
and traces its way through the length of Pakistan to fall into the Arabian Sea, and is joined on the way by 
its tributaries, the Ravi, Jhelum, Sutlej, and Chenab. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Q 5: Write down the relation between Pakistan and Iran? 

After Pakistan gained its independence in August 1947, Iran was one of the first countries to recognize its 

sovereign status. Shia majority Iran and Sunni majority Pakistan became strained at times due to sectarian 

tensions, as Pakistani Shi'a Muslims claimed that they were being discriminated against under the Sunni-

biased Islamization program being imposed throughout Pakistan by the military dictatorship government 

of President Zia-ul-Haq. Following the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran and Saudi Arabia (considered the 

"leading state authority" of Shi'a and Sunni Muslims, respectively) began to use Pakistan as a battleground 

for their proxy sectarian war, and Pakistan's support for the Deobandi Taliban organization in Afghanistan 

by the 1990s became a problem for Shi'a Iran, which opposed a Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. 

Nevertheless, both countries continue to cooperate economically where possible and are forming alliances 

in a number of areas of mutual interest, such as fighting the drug trade along their border and combating 

the insurgency in the Balochistan region. Iran has also expressed an interest in joining the China–Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC). 



Pakistan is one of the only countries where Iran is viewed positively as per the polls conducted by Pew 

Research Center. Polls have consistently shown that a very high proportion of Pakistanis view their western 

neighbor positively. Supreme Leader of Iran Ayatollah Khamenei has also called for the sympathy and 

assistance of many Muslim nations, including Pakistan. 

Relationship after the 1979 Iranian Revolution 

The 1979 Iranian Revolution led progressive Iranian-Pakistani relations to deteriorate as opposed to 

prospering like they did during the reign of the Shah. Bhutto's ouster was followed a half year later by the 

Iranian Revolution and subsequent overthrow of the Shah of Iran. The Supreme Leader of the newly-

established Islamic Republic of Iran, Ruhollah Khomeini, withdrew the country from CENTO and violently 

ended its association with the United States. The religiously influenced military dictatorship of Zia-ul-Haq 

and the Islamic Revolution in Iran suited one another well enough, and as such there was no major 

diplomatic and political cleavage between them. In 1979, Pakistan was one of the first countries in the 

world to recognize the new revolutionary regime in Iran. Responding swiftly to this revolutionary change, 

Foreign Minister of Pakistan Agha Shahi immediately undertook a state visit to Tehran, meeting with his 

Iranian counterpart Karim Sanjabi on 10 March 1979. Both expressed confidence that Iran and Pakistan 

were going to march together to a brighter future. The next day, Agha Shahi held talks with the Ayatollah, 

Ruhollah Khomeini, in which developments in the region were discussed. On 11 April 1979, Pakistani 

President Zia-ul-Haq famously declared that "Khomeini is a symbol of Islamic insurgence". Reciprocating 

Zia-ul-Haq's sentiments, Khomeini, in a letter, called for Muslim unity. He declared: "Ties with Pakistan 

are based on Islam."[1] Despite Shi'a-Sunni divisions (Iran being a Shi'a-majority state and Pakistan being 

a Sunni-majority state), the common desire for a pan-Islamic identity became an important factor in shaping 

new Iranian–Pakistani relations. By 1981, however, Zia-ul-Haq's Pakistan had once again formed close ties 

with the United States, a position it largely remained in for decades to come. 

 

Iranian influence on Pakistan's Shi'a population 

Iranian leaders had sought to extend their sphere of influence into Pakistan and to counter Saudi influence. 

As such, a pro-Iranian stance amongst many politicized Pakistani Shi'as remains widespread. Many 

Pakistani Shi'a websites and books are filled with writings advocating the Khomeini regime. 

 

Pakistani support for Iran during the Iran–Iraq War 

Iran's new revolution in 1979 took the world by surprise, and the Ayatollah's threats to export 

ultraconservative Shi'a revolutionary influence throughout Iran's neighboring regions eventually led 

Saddam Hussein's Sunni-controlled and secular Iraq, backed by the United States and the rest of the Arab 

world, to invade the country in 1980. The invasion signaled the start of the deadly Iran-Iraq War that would 

last for eight years until 1988. While Pakistan remained largely neutral, Ruhollah Khomeini's continued 

threats to export Iranian revolutionary sentiment fueled tensions between Pakistan's Sunnis and Shi'as. The 

rising militancy among Shi'a Muslims in neighboring countries such as Iraq and Pakistan inspired by 

revolutionary Iran had left many Sunni Muslims in Pakistan feeling deeply threatened. Pakistani President 

Zia-ul-Haq, despite his pro-Saudi, pro-Sunni and anti-Shi'a sentiments, had to manage his country's security 

carefully, knowing that Pakistan (due to its alliance with the United States) risked being dragged into a war 

with its western neighbour, one that it could most likely not afford due to its preoccupations with India in 

the east. In support of the Gulf Cooperation Council that was formed in 1981, around 40,000 personnel of 



the Pakistan Armed Forces were stationed in Saudi Arabia to reinforce the internal and external security of 

the region. The killing of Shi'a pilgrims in the 1987 Mecca incident in Saudi Arabia had met with 

widespread disturbances and condemnation throughout Pakistan, but Zia-ul-Haq remained firmly neutral 

and strongly issued orders against engaging any involved parties to Pakistani military personnel stationed 

in the Gulf. Many U.S.-built Stingers as well as various Chinese weaponry and ammunition shipped to 

Pakistan primarily for use by the Afghan mujahideen against the Soviets were instead sold to Iran, which 

proved to be a defining factor for Iran in the Tanker War against Iraq. Despite immense pressure from the 

United States and other Arab states, Pakistan never openly supported Iraq and provided 

operational/financial aid to Iran albeit the deployment of troops in Saudi Arabia was for the sole purpose 

of defending the country from any potential attacks by the Iranians. 

Relations since 2000 

Since 2000, relations between Iran and Pakistan have begun to normalize, and economic cooperation has 

strengthened. The September 11 attacks on the United States changed the foreign policy priorities of both 

Iran and Pakistan. The George W. Bush administration's tough stance forced Pakistani President Pervez 

Musharraf to support Washington's War on terror against the Taliban in Afghanistan, which would end the 

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in the U.S.-led invasion. Though Iranian officials welcomed the move and 

deposition of the Taliban, they soon found themselves encircled by U.S. forces in Pakistan, Afghanistan, 

Central Asia, and the Persian Gulf.  

U.S. President Bush's inclusion of the Islamic Republic of Iran as part of an "axis of evil" also led some 

Iranian officials to presume that Tehran might be next in line for regime change, ending whatever détente 

had occurred in Iran–U.S. ties under Khatami. Bush's emphasis on transformative diplomacy and 

democratization accompanied by an aggressive American military campaign worried Iranian leaders 

further. 

 

Military and security 

Iranian support for Pakistan dates back to the 1960s when Iran supplied Pakistan with American military 

weaponry and spare parts after America cut off their military aid to Pakistan. After 1971 Indo-Pakistani 

War, new Prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto immediately withdrew Pakistan from CENTO and SEATO 

after Bhutto thought that the military alliances failed to protect or appropriately assist Pakistan and instead 

alienated the Soviet Union. A serious military cooperation between took place during the Balochistan 

insurgency phases against the armed separatist movement in 1974–77. Around ~100,000 Pakistan and 

Iranian troops were involved in quelling the separatist organizations in Balochistan and successfully put the 

resistance down in 1978–80. In May 2014, the two countries agreed to joint operations against terrorists 

and drug traffickers in the border regions. 

In 2019, following a suicide bombing in Khash–Zahedan which killed 27 Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps and wounded 13 others, Iranian officials criticized Pakistan. Iranian Major General Mohammad Ali 

Jafari asked Pakistan to conduct crackdown against armed group Jaish al-Adl before Tehran takes it 

revenge.In February 2019, Bahram Ghasemi, speaking for the Foreign Ministry of Iran, said it would not 

tolerate what it saw as Pakistan's "inability to stop cross-border attacks in Iran". Pakistan, in turn, offered 

Iran cooperation in investigating the bombing, and expressed sympathy for the victims of the attack. A 

Pakistani delegation was due to travel to Iran. On 12 May 2020 following a terrorist attack on the Pakistan-

Iran border which killed six Pakistani soldiers and injured 1, COAS General Qamar Javed Bajwa and Chief 

of General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mohammad Bagheri had a telephonic 
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conversation in which both commanders discussed ways to deal with the current ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic and border security and then agreed to enhance border security. 

The Iranian air force has ordered approximately 25 MFI-17 Mushshaks from Pakistan. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 


