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Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the “act of taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own.”
In the digital world, that means:
· Offering up other people’s words, original ideas, and/or definitions as your own without citing sources
· Failing to use quotes when direct quoting existing material (including your own previously published work)
· Closely paraphrasing or copying existing content (including content you’ve previously published)
· Restating the same ideas in the same order as previously published content, especially at the sentence and paragraph level (even content you’ve previously published)
· Copying and pasting entire lists of “specs” from another site



The Common Types of Plagiarism
Direct Plagiarism 
Direct plagiarism is the word-for-word transcription of a section of someone else’s work, without attribution and without quotation marks. The deliberate plagiarism of someone else's work is unethical, academically dishonest, and grounds for disciplinary actions, including expulsion

Self Plagiarism
Self-plagiarism occurs when a student submits his or her own previous work, or mixes parts of previous works, without permission from all professors involved. For example, it would be unacceptable to incorporate part of a term paper you wrote in high school into a paper assigned in a college course. Self-plagiarism also applies to submitting the same piece of work for assignments in different classes without previous permission from both professors.

Accidental Plagiarism
Accidental plagiarism occurs when a person neglects to cite their sources, or misquotes their sources, or unintentionally paraphrases a source by using similar words, groups of words, and/or sentence structure without attribution. (See example for mosaic plagiarism.) Students must learn how to cite their sources and to take careful and accurate notes when doing research. (See the Note-Taking section on the Avoiding Plagiarism page.) Lack of intent does not absolve the student of responsibility for plagiarism. Cases of accidental plagiarism are taken as seriously as any other plagiarism and are subject to the same range of consequences as other types of plagiarism.



Avoiding Plagiarism
Here’s how to avoid it:
· Don’t copy and paste other people’s content into your writing
· Don’t go back to previous work and copy wording
· Use Grammarly to check for plagiarism
· Grab a sentence from your content. Paste it into a Google search in quotes. See if anything else appears.
· If you copy a sentence from someone else, cite them and provide a clear followed link back to the source page. If you’re writing on the web, the citation and link should be adjacent to the content you copied. If you’re publishing a paper, follow APA guidelines, or whatever your publisher specifies
· If you’re writing on the web and you copy an entire post, ask for permission first. If you don’t, then even if you place a link at the bottom or top of the page, there’s a strong argument that you’re passing their work off as your own. Don’t do it.

