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*Definition of Reading:

Reading is a mental process. There are many definitions of reading. 

1)"Perceiving a written text in order to understand its contents. This can be done silently (silent reading). The understanding that result is called reading comprehension.

2) Saying a written text aloud (oral reading). This can be done with or without understanding of the content.”

*Definition of Reading skills:

Reading skills lead a person to interact and gain meaning from written language. There are several components one must master which lead to independently comprehending the intended message being relayed in the written content. First is phonemic awareness which is defined by the National Reading Panel as “recognizing and manipulating spoken words in language” (Whalon et al. 2009). Next is phonics defined by the same group as “understanding letter-sound correspondences in reading and spelling” then oral reading fluency which is “reading text with speed, accuracy, and expression.” The forth component is vocabulary defined as “understanding words read by linking the word to oral vocabulary” and lastly is comprehension defined as “directly teaching students to be aware of the cognitive processes involved in reading”

*How can you improve your reading skills? 

You can improve your reading skills by these techniques:

•Active reading techniques:

Active reading simply means reading something with a determination to understand and evaluate it for its relevance to your needs.

Try these techniques to make your reading active:

•Underline or highlight key words and phrases as you read. When you return to it later on, you can easily see which points you identified as important. Be selective - too much highlighting won't help.

•Make annotations in the margin to summarise points, raise questions, challenge what you've read, jot down examples and so on. You can do this in printed books or etexts. This takes more thought than highlighting, so you'll probably remember the content better. (Use sticky notes if you don't want to mark the text.)

•Read critically by asking questions of the text. Who wrote it? When? Who is the intended audience? Does it link with other material you've studied in the module? Why do you think it was written? Is it an excerpt from a longer piece of text?

• Test yourself by reading for half an hour, putting the text away and jotting down the key points from memory. Go back to the text to fill in gaps.

• Look for 'signposts' that help you understand the text - phrases like 'most importantly', 'in contrast', 'on the other hand'.

• Explain what you've read to someone else.

• Record yourself reading the module material or your notes, and listen to the recording while you're travelling or doing household chores.

•skimming technique:

Skimming is reading a text quickly to get a general idea of meaning. It can be contrasted with scanning, which is reading in order to find specific information, e.g. figures or names.

Example

A learner taking a reading exam decides to approach text by looking at the title, introductions, and any diagrams and sub-headings, then skim reading to get a clear general idea of what the text is about.

In the classroom

Skimming is a specific reading skill which is common in reading newspapers, messages and e-mails. It is important that learners understand that there is no need to read every word when skimming, so often teachers set this as a timed task to encourage speed.

•General and careful reading:

Careful reading allows you to 

understand material 

thoroughly and to monitor 

your comprehension.

During this technique, you read the 

text slowly to pay close attention to all 

details.

Reread if material is unclear, especially if the 

material is new to you. 

Write out notes or questions or comments for later review.

A good way to know that you have learned your material is when you can present the material to your class through a presentation/speech.

If you aren’t ready to give a speech to your class, you don’t know your material.

Careful Reading - TAKS

If you are not ready to present 

your speech to the class over 

what you read, you are not 

ready to go on to answer 

questions, especially when it 

comes to TAKS.

Test

Put your notes in the TAKS section of 

your Notebook. 

Clear everything off your desk except a 

pen/pencil.

Test over Skimming, Scanning, and careful reading.

