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Plagiarism:

AccordingtotheMerriam-Websteronlinedictionary,to"plagiarize"means:tostealandpass

off(theideasorwordsofanother)asone'sowntouse(another'sproduction)without

creditingthesourcetocommitliterarythefttopresentasnewandoriginalanideaorproduct

derivedfromanexistingsourceInotherwords,plagiarismisanactoffraud.Itinvolvesboth

stealingsomeoneelse'sworkandlyingaboutitafterward.

Butcanwordsandideasreallybestolen?

AccordingtoU.S.law,theanswerisyes.Theexpressionoforiginalideasisconsidered

intellectualpropertyandisprotectedbycopyrightlaws,justlikeoriginalinventions.Almostall

formsofexpressionfallundercopyrightprotectionaslongastheyarerecordedinsomeway

(suchasabookoracomputerfile).

Allofthefollowingareconsideredplagiarism:

turninginsomeoneelse'sworkasyourown

copyingwordsorideasfromsomeoneelsewithoutgivingcreditfailingtoputaquotationin

quotationmarks.givingincorrectinformationaboutthesourceofaquotationchangingwords

butcopyingthesentencestructureofasourcewithoutgivingcredit.copyingsomanywords

orideasfromasourcethatitmakesupthemajorityofyourwork,whetheryougivecreditor

not(seeoursectionon"fairuse"rules).

TheCommonTypesofPlagiarism

Therearedifferenttypesofplagiarismandallareseriousviolationsofacademichonesty.We

havedefinedthemostcommontypesbelowandhaveprovidedlinkstoexamples.

DirectPlagiarism



Directplagiarismistheword-for-wordtranscriptionofasectionofsomeoneelse’swork,

withoutattributionandwithoutquotationmarks.Thedeliberateplagiarismofsomeoneelse's

workisunethical,academicallydishonest,andgroundsfordisciplinaryactions,including

expulsion.

e.g,1Word-for-wordborrowingfromanunacknowledgedsource,whetherintentionalornot.

StudentWriterA

Longago,whentherewasnowrittenhistory,theseislandswerethehomeofmillionsofhappy

birds;theresortofahundredtimesmoremillionsoffishes,sealions,andothercreatures.

Herelivedinnumerablecreaturespredestinedfromthecreationoftheworldtolayupastore

ofwealthfortheBritishfarmer,andastoreofquiteanothersortforanimmaculate

Republicangovernment.

SelfPlagiarism

Self-plagiarismoccurswhenastudentsubmitshisorherownpreviouswork,ormixespartsof

previousworks,withoutpermissionfromallprofessorsinvolved.Forexample,itwouldbe

unacceptabletoincorporatepartofatermpaperyouwroteinhighschoolintoapaper

assignedinacollegecourse.Self-plagiarismalsoappliestosubmittingthesamepieceof

workforassignmentsindifferentclasseswithoutpreviouspermissionfrombothprofessors.

MosaicPlagiarism

MosaicPlagiarismoccurswhenastudentborrowsphrasesfromasourcewithoutusing

quotationmarks,orfindssynonymsfortheauthor’slanguagewhilekeepingtothesame

generalstructureandmeaningoftheoriginal.Sometimescalled“patchwriting,”thiskindof

paraphrasing,whetherintentionalornot,isacademicallydishonestandpunishable–evenif

youfootnoteyoursource!

E.g

StudentWriterB:

Onlytwoyearslater,allthesefriendlySiouxweresuddenlyplungedintonewconditions,

includingstarvation,martiallawonalltheirreservations,andconstanturgingbytheirfriends

andrelationstojoininwarfareagainstthetreacherousgovernmentthathadkeptfaithwith

neitherfriendnorfoe.



PlagiarismisBeenGettingWorseinRecentYears.

Inrecentyears,chieflyduetothepopularityofovertheinternetassignmentpurchases,

plagiarismhasgottenworse.Therehasbeenaspikeinplagiarismacrossmuchofthe

academicinstitutionsbasedintheUK,indeedinthelast3yearsalone,50,000studentshave

beencaughtplagiarising.Thisfiguredoesnotallowforthosestudentswhohaveplagiarised

andnotbeencaughtthusillustratingthescaleoftheproblem.

Whydoesitmatter?

Plagiarismisaseriousproblem.Ifyouasastudentarecaughtplagiarisingitcanhaveserious

consequencesforyoufutureacademicandworkcareer.Asidefromthedisciplinary

perspective,plagiarismalsoharmstheextenttowhichyouasastudentcanlearnwhilstin

yearsofacademicstudy.Whenyoucheatthroughplagiarismyouareultimatelycheating

yourselfasyouhavespoiledthechancetolearnanddevelopyourknowledgeonaspecific

subject.Thislearninganddevelopmentskillsetcouldstandyouingoodsteadforlaterlifeso

fromallperspectives,plagiarismissomethingwhichshouldbeavoidedatallcosts.

CommonWaysthatStudentsPlagiariseHandinginanEssayThatYouDidn’tWrite

Typically,themostcommontrapstudentsfallintoisfindinganessayonlinewhichconcernsa

similarresearchtopictowhichtheyhavebeenworkingonandsubmittingit.Offline,some

studentshavealsoreliedonindividualsfromtheirpeergroupstowritetheiracademicessay

forthem.Ineithercase,theseareexamplesofplagiarismchieflybecausethewords,ideas

andcriticalargumentscontainedinthoseessaysarenottheworkoftheindividualsubmitting

it.Furthermore,itisimportanttonotethatwiththeever-increasingnumberofessayanswer

websitestheissueofhandinginanessaythatwaswrittenbysomebodyelsehasproliferated

hugelyinrecentyears.Doingthisiseasilydetectablebyacademictutorsastheyareusedto

receivingyourworkwritteninyourownindividualstyle,soitisimmediatelynoticeablewhena

newwritingstyleappears

CopyWordsorIdeasfromSomeoneElse’sWork,WithoutGivingCredit

Oftenintheprocessofcompletingacademicwork,astudentwillcomeacrossanideaorline

ofworkwithintheexistingliteraturewhichanswerstheiressayorresearchquestionalmost

exactly.Studentsoftenusesuchsourcesverbatimwithoutgivingduecredittotheoriginal

authoroftheideasandwork.Toavoidfallingintothisparticulartrap,studentsshould

considerrevisinghowtoreferenceacademiccontenteffectively,whichisanotherservicein

whichVipersoftwareprovides.


