
 

Summer assignment  

 

  

• Q:01;kashmir issues and my views:  

Nuclear-armed neighbours India and Pakistan have fought two wars and a limited conflict over Kashmir. 

But why do they dispute the territory – and how did it start?  

Kashmir is an ethnically diverse Himalayan region, covering around 86,000 sq miles (138 sq km), and 

famed for the beauty of its lakes, meadows and snow-capped mountains.  

Even before India and Pakistan won their independence from Britain in August 1947, the area was hotly 

contested.  

Under the partition plan provided by the Indian Independence Act, Kashmir was free to accede to either 

India or Pakistan.  

The maharaja (local ruler), Hari Singh, initially wanted Kashmir to become independent – but in October 

1947 chose to join India, in return for its help against an invasion of tribesmen from Pakistan.  

The Kashmir conflict is a territorial conflict over the Kashmir region, primarily between India and 

Pakistan, with China playing a third-party role.The conflict started after the partition of India in 1947 as 

both India and Pakistan claimed the entirety of the former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir with 

Pakistan recognizing Chinese sovereignty over the Trans-Karakoram Tract and Aksai Chin since 1963. It is 

a dispute over the region that escalated into three wars between India and Pakistan and several other 

armed skirmishes. India controls approximately 55% of the land area of the region that includes Jammu, 

the Kashmir Valley, most of Ladakh, the Siachen Glacier and 70% of its population, Pakistan controls 

approximately 30% of the land area that includes Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan while China controls 

the remaining 15% of the land area that includes the Aksai Chin region, the mostly uninhabited 

TransKarakoram Tract, and part of the Demchok sector.After the partition of India and a rebellion in the 

western districts of the state, Pakistani tribal militias invaded Kashmir, leading the Hindu ruler of Jammu 

and Kashmir to join India and starting the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947 which ended with a UN-mediated 

ceasefire along a line that was eventually named the Line of Control.After further fighting in the 

IndoPakistani War of 1965 and the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, the Simla Agreement formally 

established the Line of Control between the two nations’ controlled territories. In 1999, armed conflict 

between India and Pakistan broke out again in the Kargil War over the Kargil district.  

Kashir timeline:  

A war erupted and India approached the United Nations asking it to intervene. The United Nations 

recommended holding a plebiscite to settle the question of whether the state would join India or 

Pakistan. However the two countries could not agree to a deal to demilitarise the region before the 



referendum could be held.In July 1949, India and Pakistan signed an agreement to establish a ceasefire 

line as recommended by the UN and the region became divided.  

  

  

• Q no:02; Women  empowerment and Islam and write down a note on any 

Pakistani female life history and her struggles;  

Women’s empowerment is the process of empowering women. Empowerment can be defined in many 

ways, however, when talking about women’s empowerment, empowerment means accepting and 

allowing people (women) who are on the outside of the decision-making process into it. Women’s 

empowerment is the most crucial point to be noted for the overall development of a country.   

Pakistan Vision 2025 has embedded five components of women’s empowerment into its objectives, 

including activities that promote women’s self-worth, right to determine their choices, access to 

opportunities and resources, right and power to control their lives – both within and outside the home.  

Gaps in empowerment are seen at the earliest stages of a girl’s life. At every step, girls, adolescents and 

women face challenges and obstacles in making their own choices and determining their own path in 

the lives they wish to live.  

We still cannot forget Zainab Ansari. Why was she made victim to this inhumanity. A six year old making 

her way to a Quran recital. What could she have possibly done wrong? According to lawyer Asma 

Jahangir, one of the founders of Women’s Action Forum, upto seventy two percent of women in custody 

in Pakistan are physically or sexually abused. You cannot expect a women to be safe, a women to not 

think twice before going out late at night.  

  

Forceful marriages of women which leads to them not being able to complete their education is an 

example of how women are discriminated in our society. This is just the beginning. Inability to complete 

their education results in financial dependency on others. Circumstances like these, where women have 

no choice but to silently resist the injustice are the reason why these stereotypes have started.  

• Q no:03 ; Experience of democracy in Pakistan:  

A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically through 

elected representatives.  

Democracy  is ten of the ideologies and system upon with Pakistan was sought to be established in 1947 

as a nation-state, as envisaged by the leader and founding father of the nation, Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

Pakistan constitutionally is a democratic parliamentary republic with its political system based on an 

elected form of governance. Since the establishment of the current system in 2003, Pakistan is one of 

the youngest democracies in the world. The democratic elections held in 2008 were the first to conclude 

a complete 5-year term in the nations’ political history. Currently Pakistan is the 4th largest democracy 

and the largest Majoritarian democracy. It is also the largest non-liberal democracy in the world.  



Democracy is a form of government in which people elect their representatives themselves and the 

representatives of the people form government and opposition. Counseling is the base of a democratic 

state. The state ensures equality and equity for all citizens irrespective of their caste, color, language 

and race. The government performs all duties, for the welfare of all the people and is accountable to 

people in the performance of obligations. The opinion of each citizen is respected and given due 

importance. Every citizen has a right to vote to his favorite candidate, to contest election, to join any 

party and form his own party. That it is why democracy is defined as “Rule of the people, by the people, 

rule for the people.  

Pakistan came into being as a result of a strong democratic movement under the leadership of Quaid-

eAzam. The people of Pakistan, who faced all the problems and difficult circumstances, showed their 

determination for gaining freedom. They boldly faced the situation and gradually solved the problems. 

The Pakistani movement was based on Muslims` inalienable rights of independence and the real 

implementation of democracy was one of the objectives of establishment of Pakistan. It was thought to 

adopt the democratic structure and enforce democratic values. Quaid-e-Azam described the objective of 

establishment of Pakistan as “Let us promote “Democracy” according to the Islamic principles.” 

Unfortunately, it is a disheartening spectacle that within a period of 65 years, Pakistan has not proved 

itself a democratic state in its true sense. Instead of becoming a model of democracy as visualized by 

Quaid-e-Azam, Pakistan has become what may be best described as “lame democracy”  

However, in Pakistan, good administration, accountability process and merit policy is the need of the 

hour. It is proved that democracy cannot succeed in Pakistan and instead of continuing the system of 

the state as a fragile democracy; Pakistan should either become a theocracy or a communist.  

  

• Qno:04; Period of dictators in Pakistan!  

Military coups in Pakistan began in 1958 There have been numerous successful attempts since 1951. 

Since its creation in 1947, Pakistan has spent several decades under military rule (1958 – 1971, 1977 – 

1988, 1999 – 2008).  

There have been thirteen presidents of Pakistan since the introduction of the post in 1956. The office 

was established when Pakistan was declared as a republic with the adoption of the 1956 constitution, 

and Iskander Mirza became the first president of the country.  

The 1958 Pakistani coup d’état refers to the events between October 7, when the President of Pakistan  

Iskander Mirza abrogated the Constitution of Pakistan and declared martial law, and October 27, when 

Mirza himself was deposed by Gen. Ayub Khan, the Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistani Army. There 

were a number of Prime Ministers between 1956 and 1958 and it reached a stage when General Ayub 

Khan felt the army should take control to restore stability. East Pakistan’s politicians wanted more say in 

the running of the central government which increased tension. Iskander Mirza had lost the support of 

many of the leading politicians and was alarmed at a plan by Suhrawardy to unite the political leadership 

of Bengal and Punjab against him. Therefore he turned to Ayub Khan and the military for help.  

Pakistan’s first military dictator laid the foundations of a capitalist economy under military rule. This 

resulted in numerous economic and social contradictions, which played themselves out, not just in the 



1960s, but beyond, where Ayub Khan’s rule created the social and economic conditions leading to the 

separation of East Pakistan, and to the rise of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s awami inqilaab.  

An eminent reason of Ayub Khan declaring martial law was the canal water disputes-tensions started to 

rise and the agricultural based economy of Pakistan largely sacrificed. Iskander Mirza failed to deal with 

the Indian threat. Ayub started to dislike the democratic system. In 1956, the Constituent Assembly of 

Pakistan approved a constitution that ended Pakistan’s status of an independent Dominion of the British 

Empire, to create the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Maj. Gen. Iskander Mirza, the last Governor General 

of Pakistan, simultaneously became the state’s first president. However, the new constitution was 

followed by political turmoil in Pakistan, which saw a succession of four prime ministers – Chaudhry 

Muhammad Ali, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, Ibrahim Ismail Chundrigar and Sir Feroz Khan Noon – in a 

period of two years.[1] There was already a precedent in Governor General Malik Ghulam Muhammad 

dismissing prime ministers and ruling by decree, and many viewed Mirza as manipulating the 

constitution and instigating ousters of governments.[1] The One Unit scheme amalgamating the 

provinces of Pakistan into two wings – West Pakistan and East Pakistan – was politically controversial 

and proving difficult to administer. The quick succession of prime ministers fostered the view within the 

military and in the public that Pakistani politicians were too weak and corrupt to govern effectively, and 

that the parliamentary system was flawed.  
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