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(1):Antiprotozoal drug:
Antiprotozoaldrugsareaclassofmedicationusedtotreat

infectionscausedbyprotozoa,whicharesinglecellparasites.

Protozoalinfectionsoccurthroughouttheworldandareamajor

causeofmorbidityandmortalityinsomeregionssuchasAfrica

andSouth-EastAsia.

Afewoftheprotozoaofmedicalimportanceincludeplasmodium

(thecauseofmalaria);Entamoebahistolytica(thecauseof

amebiasis,amebicdysentery)andTrichomonasvaginalis(a

causeofvaginalinfection);andpneumocystiscarinii(acommon

causeofpneumonia[PCP]inimmunodeficientpersons).

SomeantiprotozoaldrugsincludetheantimalarialsAralen

(Chloroquine),Daraprim (pyrimethamine),Lariam (mefloquine)

andPlaquenil(hydroxychloroquine);Flagyl(metronidazole)which

isactiveagainstEntamoebahistolyticaandTrichomonas

vaginalisandMepron(atovaquone)forPneumocystiscarinii.

(2): AgentAntiprotozoal:

Anagentthatdestroyedprotozoaorinhibitstheirgrowthand

abilitytoreproduce.

AfewoftheprotozoaofmedicalimportanceincludePlasmodium

(thecauseofmalaria)Entamoebahistolytica(thecauseof

amebiasis,amebicdysentery)andTrichomonasvaginalis(a

causeofvaginalinfection)andPneumocystiscarinii(acommon

causeofpneumonia[PCP]inimmunodeficientpersons).

SomeantiprotozoaldrugsincludetheantimalarialsAralen



(chloroquine)Daraprim (pyrimethamine)Lariam (mefloquine)and

Plaquenil(hydroxychloroquine)Flagyl(metronidazole)whichis

activeagainstEntamoebahistolyticaandTrichomonas.

(3):ClassofOralantiprotozoaldrugs:

Commonlyusedoralantiprotozoaldrugscanbegenerally

classifiedintotwomaingroups:antimalarialdrugsand

miscellaneousantiprotozoal.

Theactionsofantiprotozoaldrugsagainsttheinfectionsare

complexandarenotfullyunderstood.Someofthem may

interferewithreproductionofordamageProtozoalDNAtolimitthespreadofaninfection.
Mostofthe oralantiprotozoal drugsare prescription-onlymedicinesandareavailable in
variousdosange formssuchas tablets andcapsules theyshould onlybeused under
closesupervision by healthcare professionals..

(4):Antimalarialdrugs:

Antimalarialdrugsincludemefloquine,chloroquine,proguanilwith

atovaquoneanddoxycycline.Theykillorinhibitthegrowthof

protozoabyaffectingdifferentstageoftheparasiticlifecycle.

Theyareusedbothtotreatandpreventmalaria.

Forpreventionofmalariathechoiceofdrugsisbasedonthe

destinationsyouaregoingtovisit,therisksasdeterminedbyyour

travellingbehaviorandyourprevioushealthstatus.
Besides yourdoctormay recommend using acombination ofdifferentantimalarialdrugs
toovercome strainsofmalariathathavebecomeresistanttosingletypesofmedication..

(5):Miscellaneousantiprotozoal:

Commonlyusedmiscellaneousantiprotozoalinclude

metronidazole,tinidazoleandnifuratel.Metronidazoleisthemost

commontreatmentfortrichomoniasisandgiardiasis.Itsactionin

thetreatmentofProtozoalinfectionsremainspoorlyunderstood,

however,itmayworkbydamagingProtozoalDNA..


