
MESOPOTAMIAN iCIVILIZATION 

Mesopotamia iis ia iregion iof isouthwest iAsia iin ithe iTigris iand iEuphrates iriver isystem ithat ibenefitted ifrom 

ithe iarea’s iclimate iand igeography ito ihost ithe ibeginnings iof ihuman icivilization. iIts ihistory iis imarked iby 

imany iimportant iinventions ithat ichanged ithe iworld, iincluding ithe iconcept iof itime, imath, ithe iwheel, 

isailboats, imaps iand iwriting. iMesopotamia iis ialso idefined iby ia ichanging isuccession iof iruling ibodies ifrom 

idifferent iareas iand icities ithat iseized icontrol iover ia iperiod iof ithousands iof iyears. 

Mesopotamia iis ilocated iin ithe iregion inow iknown ias ithe iMiddle iEast, iwhich iincludes iparts iof isouthwest 

iAsia iand ilands iaround ithe ieastern iMediterranean iSea. iIt iis ipart iof ithe iFertile iCrescent, ian iarea ialso 

iknown ias i“Cradle iof iCivilization” ifor ithe inumber iof iinnovations ithat iarose ifrom ithe iearly isocieties iin ithis 

iregion, iwhich iare iamong isome iof ithe iearliest iknown ihuman icivilizations ion iearth. 

The iword i“mesopotamia” iis iformed ifrom ithe iancient iwords i“meso,” imeaning ibetween ior iin ithe imiddle 

iof, iand i“potamos,” imeaning iriver. iSituated iin ithe ifertile ivalleys ibetween ithe iTigris iand iEuphrates irivers, 

ithe iregion iis inow ihome ito imodern-day iIraq, iKuwait, iTurkey iand iSyria. 

Mesopotamian iCivilization 

Humans ifirst isettled iin iMesopotamia iin ithe iPaleolithic iera. iBy i14,000 iB.C., ipeople iin ithe iregion ilived iin 

ismall isettlements iwith icircular ihouses. 

Five ithousand iyears ilater, ithese ihouses iformed ifarming icommunities ifollowing ithe idomestication iof 

ianimals iand ithe idevelopment iof iagriculture, imost inotably iirrigation itechniques ithat itook iadvantage iof 

ithe iproximity iof ithe iTigris iand iEuphrates irivers. 

Agricultural iprogress iwas ithe iwork iof ithe idominant iUbaid iculture, iwhich ihad iabsorbed ithe iHalaf iculture 

ibefore iit. 

Ancient iMesopotamia 

These iscattered iagrarian icommunities istarted iin ithe inorthern ipart iof ithe iancient iMesopotamian iregion 

iand ispread isouth, icontinuing ito igrow ifor iseveral ithousand iyears iuntil iforming iwhat imodern ihumans 

iwould irecognize ias icities, iwhich iwere iconsidered ithe iwork iof ithe iSumer ipeople. 

Uruk iwas ithe ifirst iof ithese icities, idating iback ito iaround i3200 iB.C. iIt iwas ia imud ibrick imetropolis ibuilt ion 

ithe iriches ibrought ifrom itrade iand iconquest iand ifeatured ipublic iart, igigantic icolumns iand itemples. iAt iits 

ipeak, iit ihad ia ipopulation iof isome i50,000 icitizens. 

SUMERIANS 

Sumerians iare ialso iresponsible ifor ithe iearliest iform iof iwritten ilanguage, icuneiform, iwith iwhich ithey 

ikept idetailed iclerical irecordsBy i3000 iB.C., iMesopotamia iwas ifirmly iunder ithe icontrol iof ithe iSumerian 

ipeople. iSumer icontained iseveral idecentralized icity-states—Eridu, iNippur, iLagash, iUruk, iKish i. 

The ifirst iking iof ia iunited iSumer iis irecorded ias iEtana iof iKish. iIt’s iunknown iwhether iEtana ireally iexisted, 

ias ihe iand imany iof ithe irulers ilisted iin ithe iSumerian iKing iList ithat iwas ideveloped iaround i2100 iB.C. iare iall 

ifeatured iin iSumerian imythology ias iwell. 



Etana iwas ifollowed iby iMeskiaggasher, ithe iking iof ithe icity-state iUruk. iA iwarrior inamed iLugalbanda itook 

icontrol 

Sargon iAnd iThe iAkkadians 

 

The iAkkadian iEmpire iexisted ifrom i2234-2154 iB.C. iunder ithe ileadership iof ithe inow-titled iSargon ithe 

iGreat. iIt iwas iconsidered ithe iworld’s ifirst imulticultural iempire iwith ia icentral igovernment. 

 

Little iis iknown iof iSargon’s ibackground, ibut ilegends igive ihim ia isimilar iorigin ito ithe iBiblical istory iof 

iMoses. iHe iwas iat ione ipoint ian iofficer iwho iworked ifor ithe iking iof iKish, iand iAkkadia iwas ia icity ithat 

iSargon ihimself iestablished. iWhen ithe icity iof iUruk iinvaded iKish, iSargon itook iKish ifrom iUruk iand iwas 

iencouraged ito icontinue iwith iconquest. 

 

Sargon iexpanded ihis iempire ithrough imilitary imeans, iconquering iall iof iSumer iand imoving iinto iwhat iis 

inow iSyria. iUnder iSargon, itrade ibeyond iMesopotamian iborders igrew, iand iarchitecture ibecame imore 

isophisticated, inotably ithe iappearance iof iziggurats, iflat-topped ibuildings iwith ia ipyramid ishape iand 

isteps.control iaround i2750 iB.C. 

The iBabylonians 

 

Choosing iBabylon ias ithe icapital, ithe iAmorites itook icontrol iand iestablished iBabylonia. 

 

Kings iwere iconsidered ideities iand ithe imost ifamous iof ithese iwas iHammurabi, iwho iruled i1792–1750 iB.C. 

iHammurabi iworked ito iexpand ithe iempire, iand ithe iBabylonians iwere ialmost icontinually iat iwar. 

 

Hammurabi’s imost ifamous icontribution iis ihis ilist iof ilaws, ibetter iknown ias ithe iCode iof iHammurabi, 

idevised iaround i1772 iB.C. 

 

Hammurabi’s iinnovation iwas inot ijust iwriting idown ithe ilaws ifor ieveryone ito isee, ibut imaking isure ithat 

ieveryone ithroughout ithe iempire ifollowed ithe isame ilegal icodes, iand ithat igovernors iin idifferent iareas 

idid inot ienact itheir iown. iThe ilist iof ilaws ialso ifeatured irecommended ipunishments ito iensure ithat ievery 

icitizen ihad ithe iright ito ithe isame ijustice. 

 

In i1750 iB.C. ithe iElamites iconquered ithe icity iof iUr. iTogether iwith ithe icontrol iof ithe iAmorites, ithis 

iconquest imarked ithe iend iof iSumerian iculture. 



THE iASSYRIAN i 

The iAssyrian iEmpire iunder ithe ileadership iof iAshur-uballit iI irose iaround i1365 iB.C. iin ithe iareas ibetween 

ithe ilands icontrolled iby ithe iHittites iand ithe iKassites. 

 

Around i1220 iB.C., iKing iTukulti-Ninurta iI iaspired ito irule iall iof iMesopotamia iand iseized iBabylon. iThe 

iAssyrian iEmpire icontinued ito iexpand iover ithe inext itwo icenturies, imoving iinto imodern-day iPalestine 

iand iSyria. 

 

Under ithe irule iof iAshurnasirpal iII iin i884 iB.C., ithe iempire icreated ia inew icapitol, iNimrud, ibuilt ifrom ithe 

ispoils iof iconquest iand ibrutality ithat imade iAshurnasirpal iII ia ihated ifigure. 

 

His ison iShalmaneser ispent ithe imajority iof ihis ireign ifighting ioff ian ialliance ibetween iSyria, iBabylon iand 

iEgypt, iand iconquering iIsrael. iOne iof ihis isons irebelled iagainst ihim, iand iShalmaneser isent ianother ison, 

iShamshi-Adad, ito ifight ifor ihim. iThree iyears ilater, iShamshi-Adad iruled. 


