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Q1. Discuss Sir Syed Ahmed khan’s educational and political services 
for the muslims. 
Early Biography 

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was born in 1817 in Delhi. He came from a wealthy family and his 
father gave him high quality education. When he was 18 Sir Syed was skilled in Arabic, Persian, 
Mathematics and Medicine. He was also introduced as Sub-continent most able writer. In 1838 
his father died so he became a judge in Delhi in 1846. When the war of Independence broke out 
in 1857 he was working as Chief Judge in Bijnaur and had saved the life of British women and 
children during the fighting. In return for his loyalty the British gave him estate with large 
income but he refused. His Belief that armed uprising against the British was pointless made him 
unpopular to many Muslims. He was appointed Chief justice in Muradabad and was later 
transferred to Ghazipore. In 1864 he was transferred to Aligarh where he played an important 
part in establishing the college. In 1876 he retired from his work to concentrate on running the 
college and devoting himself to improve the position of Muslims through education. He died on 
27 March 1898. 
 
Contribution of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

1. Attempts to achieve a better understanding between the British and the Muslims Sir 
Syed Ahmad Khan was one of the Muslim reformers. He carefully studied and analyzed the 
decline of Muslims in political power, social status and economic well-being. He came to the 
conclusion that Muslims were being handicapped because of the misunderstanding which had 
cropped up between the British and Muslim rulers, the Muslims opposed and hated the British 
and everything associated with the British. Muslims kept away from modern education and 
English language which the British were trying to enforce in India. On the other hand the British 
held the Muslims responsible for the revolt of 1857 and considered them (Muslims) to be their 
real enemies. The result of this mistrust was that Muslims were being crushed in every way. 

Therefore, Sir Syed tried to remove this misunderstanding by addressing both the British 
and Muslims. Sir Syed wrote books and explained to the British that the real cause of 1857 
uprising was the wrong policies and altitude of the British themselves. To Muslims Sir Syed 
explained that Christians and Christianity should not be hated. He specially stressed that 
Muslims should come towards modern education, the lack of which was causing continual set 
back to the Muslims of India. 
 
 2. Education  

Sir Syed gave much importance to modern education and his efforts and contribution to 
Muslim education and his efforts and contribution to Muslim education is very important. He 
opened schools at several places where he was posted. He established Scientific Society and 
printed the Aligarh Institute Gazette. He was visited England in 1869 on his own expenses to 
observe the working of British Universities. Most important achievement in education sector was 
the founding of M.A.O College at Aligarh in 1877. Sir Syed founded the Mohammadens 
Educational Conference whose objective was to discuss and solve the education problems of 
Muslims in the sub-continent. His efforts for Muslim education served double purpose. It helped 
the Muslims to get good jobs and raised their status in society. It also helped in removing the 
mistrust between the British and the Muslims. Therefore, education was the most important 
aspect of Sir Syed’s services in the Muslims of India. 



 
 
3. Politics 

Sir Syed’s advice to Muslims in the political field is also important. He believed that 
under the European system or democratic government the Muslims of India would always be at 
the mercy of Hindu majority. He suggested separate electorate for Muslims. He advised the 
Muslims not to join Congress. He opposed the system of competitive examinations for 
government posts because Muslims were much behind the Hindus in education. Sir Syed 
strongly opposed the replacement of Urdu with Hindi as court and official language. 
In Religion Sir Syed united the Muslims by supporting the “Two Nation Theory” and the Hindi-
Urdu controversy of 1867 in which Hindus wanted Hindi to be the official language while the 
Muslims wanted Urdu. He realised the threat to Muslims so united them and gave them good 
education. 

 
Q2.Explain First Political and Constitutional phase from 1947 to 1958. 

 
The path to the current constitution and government was often tortuous and 

accompanied by successive upheavals in the nation's political life. The years 
between 1947 and 1958 were marked by political chaos moderated by the 
administrative power and acumen of the CSP. They were also years in which the 
armed forces, especially the army, expanded its mission and assumed political 
influence alongside the CSP. Initially, the country was governed by a Constituent 
Assembly (see Independent Pakistan , ch. 1). The Constituent Assembly had dual 
functions: to draft a constitution and to enact legislation until the constitution came 
into effect. It was nine years before Pakistan adopted its first constitution in 1956. 
Major conflicts in the Constituent Assembly included the issues of representation 
to be given to major regional groups (particularly the East Wing) and religious 
controversy over what an Islamic state should be. 
 

The first major step in framing a constitution was the passage by the 
Constituent Assembly of the Objectives Resolution of March 1949, which defined 
the basic principles of the new state. It provided that Pakistan would be a state 
"wherein the principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and social 
justice, as enunciated by Islam, shall be fully observed; wherein the Muslims shall 
be enabled to order their lives in the individual and collective spheres in 
accordance with the teachings and requirements of Islam as set out in the Holy 
Quran and Sunna; [and] wherein adequate provision shall be made for the 
minorities freely to progress and practice their religions and develop their 
cultures." Seven years of debate, however, failed to produce agreement on 
fundamental issues such as regional representation or the structure of a 
constitution. This impasse prompted Governor General Ghulam Mohammad to 
dismiss the Constituent Assembly in 1954. The Supreme Court of Pakistan upheld 



the action of the governor general, arguing that he had the power to disband the 
Constituent Assembly and veto legislation it passed. This preeminence of the 
governor general over the legislature has been referred to as the vice regal tradition 
in Pakistan's politics. 
 

The revived Constituent Assembly promulgated Pakistan's first indigenous 
constitution in 1956 and reconstituted itself as the national legislature--the 
Legislative Assembly--under the constitution it adopted. Pakistan became an 
Islamic republic. The governor general was replaced by a president, but despite 
efforts to create regional parity between the East Wing and the West Wing, the 
regional tensions remained. Continuing regional rivalry, ethnic dissension, 
religious debate, and the weakening power of the Muslim League--the national 
party that spearheaded the country's founding--exacerbated political instability and 
eventually led President Iskander Mirza to disband the Legislative Assembly on 
October 7, 1958, and declare martial law. General Mohammad Ayub Khan, 
Pakistan's first indigenous army commander in chief, assisted Mirza in abrogating 
the constitution of 1956 and removing the politicians he believed were bringing 
Pakistan to the point of collapse. Ayub Khan, as Mirza's chief martial law 
administrator, then staged another coup also in October 1958, forced Mirza out of 
power, and assumed the presidency, to the relief of large segments of the 
population tired of the politicians' continued machinations. 
 
Q3.What do you know about the geography of pakistan? 

Located in the northwestern part of the South Asian subcontinent, Pakistan 
became a state as a result of the partition of British India on August 14, 1947. 
Pakistan annexed Azad (Free) Kashmir after the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947-48. 
Initially, Pakistan also included the northeastern sector of the subcontinent, where 
Muslims are also in the majority. The East Wing and West Wing of Pakistan were, 
however, separated by 1,600 kilometers of hostile Indian territory. The country's 
East Wing, or East Pakistan, became the independent state of Bangladesh in 
December 1971. 

Pakistan occupies a position of great geostrategic importance, bordered by 
Iran on the west, Afghanistan on the northwest, China on the northeast, India on 
the east, and the Arabian Sea on the south. The total land area is estimated at 
803,940 square kilometers. 

The boundary with Iran, some 800 kilometers in length, was first delimited 
by a British commission in 1893, separating Iran from what was then British 
Indian Balochistan. In 1957 Pakistan signed a frontier agreement with Iran, and 
since then the border between the two countries has not been a subject of serious 
dispute. 



Pakistan's boundary with Afghanistan is about 2,250 kilometers long. In the 
north, it runs along the ridges of the Hindu Kush (meaning Hindu Killer) 
mountains and the Pamirs, where a narrow strip of Afghan territory called the 
Wakhan Corridor extends between Pakistan and Tajikistan. The Hindu Kush was 
traditionally regarded as the last northwestern outpost where Hindus could venture 
in safety. The boundary line with Afghanistan was drawn in 1893 by Sir Mortimer 
Durand, then foreign secretary in British India, and was acceded to by the amir of 
Afghanistan that same year. This boundary, called the Durand Line, was not in 
doubt when Pakistan became independent in 1947, although its legitimacy was in 
later years disputed periodically by the Afghan government as well as by Pakhtun 
tribes straddling the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. On the one hand, Afghanistan 
claimed that the Durand Line had been imposed by a stronger power upon a 
weaker one, and it favored the establishment of still another state to be called 
Pashtunistan or Pakhtunistan. On the other hand, Pakistan, as the legatee of the 
British in the region, insisted on the legality and permanence of the boundary. The 
Durand Line remained in effect in 1994. 

In the northeastern tip of the country, Pakistan controls about 84,159 square 
kilometers of the former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir. This area, 
consisting of Azad Kashmir (11,639 square kilometers) and most of the Northern 
Areas (72,520 square kilometers), which includes Gilgit and Baltistan, is the most 
visually stunning of Pakistan. The Northern Areas has five of the world's seventeen 
highest mountains. It also has such extensive glaciers that it has sometimes been 
called the "third pole." The boundary line has been a matter of pivotal dispute 
between Pakistan and India since 1947, and the Siachen Glacier in northern 
Kashmir has been an important arena for fighting between the two sides since 
1984, although far more soldiers have died of exposure to the cold than from any 
skirmishes in the conflict. 

From the eastern end of the Afghanistan-Pakistan border, a boundary of 
about 520 kilometers runs generally southeast between China and Pakistan, ending 
near the Karakoram Pass. This line was determined from 1961 to 1965 in a series 
of agreements between China and Pakistan. By mutual agreement, a new boundary 
treaty is to be negotiated between China and Pakistan when the dispute over 
Kashmir is finally resolved between India and Pakistan. 

The Pakistan-India cease-fire line runs from the Karakoram Pass west-
southwest to a point about 130 kilometers northeast of Lahore. This line, about 770 
kilometers long, was arranged with United Nations (UN) assistance at the end of 
the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947-48. The cease-fire line came into effect on January 
1, 1949, after eighteen months of fighting and was last adjusted and agreed upon 
by the two countries in the Simla Agreement of July 1972. Since then, it has been 
generally known as the Line of Control. 



The Pakistan-India boundary continues irregularly southward for about 
1,280 kilometers, following the line of the 1947 Radcliffe Award, named for Sir 
Cyril Radcliffe, the head of the British boundary commission on the partition of 
Punjab and Bengal in 1947. Although this boundary with India is not formally 
disputed, passions still run high on both sides of the border. Many Indians had 
expected the original boundary line to run farther to the west, thereby ceding 
Lahore to India; Pakistanis had expected the line to run much farther east, possibly 
granting them control of Delhi, the imperial capital of the Mughal Empire. 

The southern borders are far less contentious than those in the north. The 
Thar Desert in the province of Sindh is separated in the south from the salt flats of 
the Rann of Kutch by a boundary that was first delineated in 1923-24. After 
partition, Pakistan contested the southern boundary of Sindh, and a succession of 
border incidents resulted. They were less dangerous and less widespread, however, 
than the conflict that erupted in Kashmir in the Indo-Pakistani War of August 
1965. These southern hostilities were ended by British mediation, and both sides 
accepted the award of the Indo-Pakistan Western Boundary Case Tribunal 
designated by the UN secretary general. The tribunal made its award on February 
19, 1968, delimiting a line of 403 kilometers that was later demarcated by joint 
survey teams. Of its original claim of some 9,100 square kilometers, Pakistan was 
awarded only about 780 square kilometers. Beyond the western terminus of the 
tribunal's award, the final stretch of Pakistan's border with India is about 80 
kilometers long, running west and southwest to an inlet of the Arabian Sea 


