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ClinicalConsiderationofSalivaryGlands:

Carefulexaminationofapatient’smedicalhistoryandprofilecanleadtodysfunctionofthe

salivaryglandsbecausetheyareoftenassociatedwithothersystemicdisorderssuchas

hormonalimbalances,diabetesmellitus,arteriosclerosis,andneurologicaldisorders.

Forexample:

Xerostomia(drymouth),Sialorrhea(increasesalivaryflow),bothcouldresultfrom dysfunction

ofthemadullarysalivarycenter,autonomicinnervationstotheglands,damagetothegland

itself,orimbalancesinfluidandelectrolyte.

1.Radiationcaries:

Radiationcariesisarampantform ofdentaldecaythatmayoccurinindividualswhoreceivea

courseofradiotherapythatincludeexposureofsalivaryglands

Etiology

Cariouslesionsareproducedduetotheexposureofsalivaryglandsandreducedflowofsaliva,

decreasedpH,decreasedbufferingcapacity,andincreasedviscosity.

Signs

Superficiallesionsattackthebuccal,occlusal,incisal,andlingualsurfaces.Itincludes

cementum anddentinincervicallesions.Lesionsprogressaroundtheteethcircumferentially

andresultinginlossofthecrown.

2.Sjogren’ssyndrome:



Itconsistsofkeratoconjunctivitis,xerostomia,andrheumatoidarthritis.Thecauseofthe

diseasecanbegenetic,autoimmunological,etc.

Featuresincludedrymouthanddryeyesduetohypofunctionoflacrimalandsalivaryglands.

Mostpatientsaretreatedsymptomatically;ocularlubricantsandsalivarysubstitutesaregiven.

3.Xerostomia(drymouth):

Itisdefinedasasubjectivecomplaintofdrymouththatmayresultfrom adecreaseinthe

productionofsaliva.Itisnotadiseasebutasymptom causedbymanyfactors.

Etiology

Sjogren’ssyndrome

Therapeuticradiationofheadandneck

Surgicalremovalofsalivaryglands

Diabetesmellitus

Acuteviralinfectionsinvolvingsalivaryglandsresultintemporaryxerostomiaa

Anxiety,mentalstress,anddepressionmaytemporarilydecreasesalivaryflow

Symptoms

Oraldryness(mostcommon)

Halitosis

Burningsensation

Lossofsenseoftasteorbizarretaste

Difficultyinswallowing

Tonguetendstosticktothepalate



Decreasedretentionofdenture

Signs

Salivapooldisappears

Mucosabecomesdry

Tongueshowsglossitisandfissuredwithpapillaatrophy

Angularcheilitis

Rampantcariesatthecervicalorcusptip

Periodontitis

Candidiasis


