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SUMMARY 

Ralph D Sawyer integrates 



ancient chinese theory of 

deception with modern china. 

Sawyer singles out 

manipulation using 

 

  

deception as a tool as the 

real essence of war as 

analysed by ancient Chinese 

masters primarily Sun Tzu. 



He analyses in detail how 

deception was used in 

chinese history for multiple 

objectives from simple 

deception to discrediting a 

countrys most 

capablegeneral. Sawyer in 

2007 assessed that China 

and USA are engaged in a 

massive global conflict and 



China will go the last extent 

to compensate for its 

massive material and 

technical weaknesses vis a 

vis united states. On page 

398 for example sawyer 

states that these could 

involve " low tech systematic 

sabotage and subversion on 

vast scale. I read this book in 



preparation of a massive war 

game involving china versus 

various contender states. 

When I met Chinese in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan I 

realised that these puny 

characters must not be 

underestimated and 

 

  



PHILOSPHICALLY 

SPEAKING given a choice 

between a snake and a 

chinese , a chinese should 

be eliminated first , IN 

PHILOSPHICAL TERMS. 

 

Sawyer brilliantly integrates 

the ancient with the modern. 

For anyone who wants to 



deal with chinese this is a 

must read book. 

. 

 

THE DAO OF DECEPTION-

Book Review - Agha H Amin 

THE DAO OF DECEPTION: 

UNORTHODOX WARFARE 

IN HISTORIC AND 

MODERN CHINA BY 



RALPH D SAWYER – NEW 

YORK – BASIC BOOKS -

2007- ISBN-978-0465-

07205-7 -490 PAGES – 

29.95 USD 

 

Deception has been the 

most central concept in 

Chinese history and above 

all Chinese Military 



thinking since time 

immemorial. 

The writer highlights that 

Chinese military thought 

accords the highest value 

to the concept of 

“manipulation” that is the 

central handle for 

deception. 



Sawyer discusses in detail 

the Chinese theory of 

deception centered around 

what we now know as the 

concept of disinformation. 

He examines subtle 

maneuvers like creating a 

situation by manipulation 

that makes a country’s 

ruler regards his most 



capable general as a threat 

and remove him. 

Sawyer lays great 

emphasis on the Chinese 

concept of Chi (qi) wich he 

defines as                          “ 

unorthodox”. 

On other hand Sawyer 

identifies the concept of 

orthodox , known as 



Cheng or zheng in 

Chinese. 

Both Chi and Cheng may 

be used in multiple 

combinations so Chinese 

deception can take many 

forms oscillating between 

the orthodox and 

unorthodox as analysed by 

Sawyer. 



As early as 2007 Sawyer 

felt that China and USA 

were engaged in a massive 

struggle for global 

dominance and China 

would employ the most 

ruthless methods in 

deception against the USA. 

This as per Sawyer could 

take form of systematic 



low tech sabotage and 

subversion. 

I was particularly struck by 

Afghanistan where the 

Taliban were not seen by 

the Chinese as enemy and 

the Taliban rarely attacked 

Chinese barring the 

Kunduz attack which killed 

twenty or so Chinese 



triggered by Chinese 

miserliness in paying road 

construction bills. 

I had bought this book in 

2007 and as I saw Chinese 

investments in worlds 

largest copper mine at 

Ainak in Logar province in 

initiation and could see 



both Chi and Cheng in 

operation. 

While puny powers like 

Holland and Romania were 

attacked in Afghanistan , 

Chinese were not touched . 

Was there some uncharted 

and invisible policy in 

operation. 



Similarly the US and NATO 

inefficiency in supporting 

Chinese Uighurs , 

particularly selecting the 

most incompetent 

subcontractors who could 

not deliver was shocking. 

While a relatively backward 

and weaker Chinese state 

could so brilliantly employ 



methods discovered by 

Sun Tzu thousands of 

years ago , here was a so 

called highly industrialized 

super power USA and the 

European heavy NATO 

whose intelligence 

contracts against China , 

particularly supporting 

Uighurs and Tibetans were 



so deeply bogged down in 

quicksands of massive 

corruption. 

The A_____s  and so many 

others incharge of Chinese 

operations were simply 

incompetent. 

I recollected reading an 

article by Sahibzada Yaqub 

Khan in Pakistan Army 



Journal in 1979 titled “ Not 

by superior Hardware 

alone” ! 

The article highlighted the 

decisive and central role of 

the man behind the gun in 

military history . 

 

While the so called 

despised Chinese tortoise 



was brilliantly employing 

Chi and Cheng , the far 

superior NATO and USA 

were severely handicapped 

by a very western malady 

called materialism more 

popularly known as 

corruption. 
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